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Telling Time by ROY BERKENBOSCH 
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     This newsletter is late. It won’t come to 
land on your desks, mailboxes, or tables until 
about two months after its scheduled release 
in November. And it’s my fault! I ran out of 
time, couldn’t find the time, time passed me 
by. At least, that’s my excuse. So now it will 
be in your hands, hopefully, in time for the 
New Year. That’s when time starts over once 
again, at least in terms of calendars. You 
hardly hear of anyone having too much time 
on their hands. Most people, like me, run out 
of time. We buy time, spend time, waste 
time, and in countless other ways, turn time 
into a commodity, like something we can pos-
sess and own and control. When we speak of 
time in those terms we are talking about 
‘chronos’ time – time that can be  measured 
and calculated. The Greeks loved ‘chronos’ 
time so much they turned it into a god and 
kicked it upstairs where it assumed control 
over their lives.  Sounds familiar. 
     A better way to think about  time is not as 
‘chronos’, but as Kairos.  The Greeks taught us 
that too.  Kairos time is critical time, the right 
time – for decision, for action.  Kairos mo-
ments are moments to be seized.  Kairos 
marks the encounter of opportunity with 
need, the conjunction of readiness, willing-
ness and attention to the needs of the 
world.  Chronos time asks ‘what time is it?” 
but Kairos asks, “what is it time for?” 
     To say that we live in a Kairos moment is 
perhaps to state the obvious.  One could ar-
gue that, for Christians, all time is Kairos 
time.  It is always the time for decision and 
action.  It is always time to seek justice, to 
love mercy and to walk humbly with 
God.  These are never out of season.  Still, the 
awareness of that reality seems heightened 

given the current state of our world.  The gap 
between rich and poor grows wider by the 
day; global politics are in turmoil; economic 
powers are unaccountable and lack moral di-
rection; the groaning of creation, growing ever 
louder, remains unheard or ignored. For some, 
this litany swells to despair. For Christians it 
swells to Kairos: time to decide, time to act.   
     This newsletter (and blogs linked to our 
site) carries stories of students who have rec-
ognized opportunities for service in their 
lives. Their decisions and actions will make a 
difference to others and themselves.  Recent 
events at King’s also send a Kairos mes-
sage.  Andrew Nikiforuk’s lecture, “the Empire 
of the Beetle” challenged us to greater dili-
gence in managing forests and climate 
change. Amanda Lindhout’s stirring speech 
was an eloquent summons for forgiveness to 
rise above anger in actions of reconciliation 
and healing. The Christmas season, still fresh 
in memory, marks the decisive action of God 
to invade ordinary time with his message of 
renewal and reconciliation. 
     We at the Micah Centre, Hannah and I, wish 
all of you a blessed new year. We extend our 
heartfelt thanks to our many supporters and 
encouragers who enable the ministry of the 
Micah Centre to flourish.  May the coming 
year be filled with Kairos moments of opportu-
nities to serve others. That’s where all joy lies. 
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Hannah De Jong is the new Micah Centre Admin Assistant at 
King’s. She attended King’s for two years before finishing her 
degree at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, MI. Hannah has a 
BA in Psychology and a minor in International Development. 
Last year, she interned with Christian Reformed World Relief 
Committee in their Global Volunteers program. Hannah is excited to create opportunities for 
students to learn more about justice both globally and locally.  

 This past October, Micah 
Challenge Canada held an event 
called OutRun Poverty, sponsored by 
the Micah Centre. Because part of 
the work I do is with Micah Chal-
lenge, I was involved in planning the 
event with a team of volunteers from 
various churches and  universities.  
 One thing I have learned 
from my work so far with Micah 
Challenge is how powerful advocacy 
can be. Doing advocacy work can 
seem to many like inaction. It can 
feel like talking about doing some-
thing without actually accomplishing 
anything tangible. People can get 
excited for raising money to build a 
well or a school, or by building one 
themselves. We love to view the 
work of our hands, to see clearly our 
achievements and proclaim them 
“good”, to tick off a list, to map a 
path of how our work affects others.  
 Advocacy is different. You 
don’t get the satisfaction of finishing 
projects or directly serving those you 
are trying to help.  But wherever 
there is service, advocacy MUST not 
be far behind. Service is in response 
to a need caused by some aspect of 
brokenness in the larger system.  
Unless the original crack in the sys-
tem is repaired, the problem will 
continue to persist. This is where 
advocacy comes in.  
 Micah Challenge was formed 
out of the desire to advocate on be-
half of the poor. They recognize and 
support the work organizations are 
doing to eradicate poverty, but their 

main goal is to put pressure on the 
government to keep its promises to 
the poor—namely achieving the eight 
Millennium Development goals.  
 Advocacy does something 
else—it unites people towards a 
cause, rallying together a host of sup-
porters across denominations, bor-
ders, and beliefs towards a common 
goal. Micah Challenge Canada writes 
on their website that “Evangelical 
Christian organizations and local 
churches have made a major contribu-
tion to direct delivery of community 
development and relief programmes, 
but have largely been invisible as a 
political force on poverty and justice 
issues. “ If we want to be a real help 
to the poor, we must target those in 
positions of power so as to work with 
them  
 The focus of the OutRun Pov-
erty event was not on raising money 
(Micah Challenge does not fundraise)
—but bringing people together so as 
to share in a common education and 
passion for the poor.  The purpose 
was to remind people to pressure 
their representatives to keep their 

Coming Together on Behalf of the Poor by HANNAH DE JONG 

promises while at the same time en-
couraging and motivating them to 
act justly towards the poor in their 
own lives.   
 Almost 200 volunteers, 
walkers, and runners came together 
on October 15th to show that they 
care about the plight of the poor and 
want to learn more about how they 
can be involved in the good work 
that is already happening. Partici-
pants came from schools, churches, 
and communities to run and learn 
and fellowship with others who had 
similar passions. We heard from MC 
Chair Liz John West and Prof. John 
Hiemstra, reminding us that the poor 
dwell in the heart of Jesus and so 
should also reside in ours.   
 Education and awareness 
are not just the starting points of 
service but must be integrated with 
it in order to make impact stronger. 
We as individuals need reminding to 
attend to the needs of the poor as 
much as the government does.  The 
OutRun Poverty event certainly 
treasured this key ingredient to lift-
ing the poor out of their struggles. 

Cassie Solomons 
and Angie  

VanderMeulen  
help MASS run  

the booth on  
Universal  

Primary  
Education 
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The Power of Relationships in Development by GEOFF BROUWER  

 I have been spending the last 
three months in rural Kenya as a re-
search assistant examining a communi-
ty managed water project that provides 
over 13,000 people with water. The 
project, which had a price tag of $1 mil-
lion USD, was completed about 10 years 
ago alongside a Christian NGO whose 
work I have long admired. I was excited 
to see the benefits this project brought 
to the community and hopefully assess 
some of its challenges as well, in the 
context of sustainability. It has been a 
sobering reality to see that in many 
ways the project was struggling: Chang-
ing climate and rainfall patterns have 
made harvests unpredictable; The 
growing population is grossly increasing 
the demand for the water; The local 
management has been criticized for 
corruption and there is little transpar-
ency; There is stark inequality in how 
water is distributed; and the govern-
ment is not fulfilling its role as a care-
taking of the source. The project is 
unique, complex and defined by the 
various relationships between groups 
and people in the area. 
 I find it troubling to see a pro-
ject like this struggling on what might 
be the brink of collapse. The local group 
with ‘Christian’ in its name managing 
the project is part of the problem and 
the Christian NGOs that helped to im-
plement the project have left the pro-
ject years ago.  
 One thing that sticks with me is 
a book I read in my very first year of 
university by Bryant Myers, an author of 
the book “Walking with the Poor” which 
looks at questions of poverty and devel-
opment through a Christian lens. Myers 

sees the fundamental nature of pov-
erty as relational: relationships be-
tween the leadership and the users 
of the water, between government 
and the community, between the 
natural environment and farmers, 
and even between Canadian NGOs 
and a local community-based organ-
ization. This web of broken relation-

ships is appearing more and more 
evident in this Kenyan community.  
 While money, policy, pro-
grams and training are important, it 
seems to be the intricate dynamics 
between individuals and groups that 
are defining the future of 
this project. Perhaps then, 
these problems must also 
be solved relationally. The-
se relationships in which I 
live as well are vitally im-
portant. Not just for com-
munities in Kenya, but in 
Canada too, in cities, uni-
versities and families back 
home. 
 I believe this reali-
ty is the role of the Gospel 
in today’s world which in-
creasingly marginalizes the 
place of faith. For me it is a 
sign that the work of God 
and the church in the world 

King’s is offering a new course this semester: “Topics in African History”, 
which will explore the history of Africa from pre-colonial times to the 
present. We are pleased to welcome John Orkar, who will be teaching 
the course. Dr. John Orkar is a visiting scholar in Residence in the Micah 
Centre program, and a  former Country Consultant for CRWRC in Nigeria. 
Look for John and his wife, Esther, on campus! 

is needed more than ever. And that 
the Christian calling is just as strong 
and in need of obedience as it ever 
was. I also then have a hope that in 
the midst of this brokenness God is 
moving, acting, and alive today.  

Geoff graduated from King’s in 2010 
with a Politics, History, and Econom-
ics major. He took many develop-
ment classes, including a directed 
study examining the work of interna-
tional NGOs.  

“It seems to be the intricate 
dynami cs between i ndi vi dual s and groups 
that are defi ning the future 
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Presence, Passion, and Pursuit by SARAH STAD 

God has spoken so many things to me 
and I am learning so much about Him 
and serving his children in Mexico.  
    We just finished a conference up in 
Tijuana called the Acts 1 conference. 
We joined with YWAM Tijuana, and 
YWAM Los Angeles. There were also 
people from New Zealand. Together 
there were about 150 people repre-
senting 21 nations! It was basically a 
week of waiting on God to speak his 
word and intercession for the nations. I 
have never experienced anything as 
spiritually powerful as that week. God 
was there and He was moving in his 
c h u r c h ! 
     DTS is teaching me so much. In hu-
mility I say that God is breaking my 
heart for what breaks His own—the 
reality of poverty and oppression. Last 
weekend the DTS students built a 
house for a man named Isaac and his 
family. It was such a rewarding experi-
ence, and so good to be back working 
h a r d  o n  a  b u i l d  s i t e . 
     Please continue to pray for me and 
the other DTS students, as well as the 
staff and the speakers that are guiding 
us. If you have questions or want to 
hear more stories, by all means write to 
me at sstad_99@hotmail.com and I will 
be more than willing to share! My blog 
is sarahelizabethstad.blogspot.com. 
Dios te bendiga (God bless you). 

 

Sarah is studying Psychology at King’s 
and has finished her 2nd year. I am currently in Ensenada, 

Mexico studying a Discipleship Train-
ing School (DTS) with Youth with a 
Mission (YWAM). I have been to 
Mexico many times on short-term 
mission trips. My church would come 
down over Spring Break and help 
build a house for a needy family with 
YWAM. My first time was in 2007 
and I have been in Mexico at least 
once a year since then. Last summer 

I worked with YWAM as a short-term 
staff member for six weeks. 
     God has really given me a heart 
for the people of Mexico. I have al-
ways wanted to do a DTS, and this 
summer I felt God calling me back, 
even though I have not finished my 
education at King's. Basically a DTS is 
a 5.5 month program to teach peo-
ple about discipleship and what that 
means. There is a 3 month lecture 
phase (which I am in right now) and 
then a 2 month outreach phase 
(which is probably going to be in ei-
ther Dominican Republic or Haiti). 

Indesign and  

illustrator 

What’s happening at the Micah Centre? 

“In humility I say that 

God is breaking my 

heart for what breaks 

His own” 

2011 September 21-22—IS Conference on “Culturemaking”  
 October 3—Show Of Hands Campaign  
 October 15—OutRun Poverty 
 October 16—Homeless Connect 
 November 2—Andrew Nikiforuk Lecture on the Pine Beetle 
 November 8— MASS Homelessness Movie and Discussion 
 November 10—Social Justice Film Night: “God Grew Tired of Us”  
 November 22-Amanda Lindhout “Journey to Forgiveness” 
 December 3—Micah Challenge Embraces AIDS 
2012 January 18-19—IS Conference on “Consumerism” 
 February 2-4—Faith and International Dev. Conf. at Calvin College 
 February Reading Week - Quest Mexico Program 

     On October 3, 2011, the Micah Action 
& Awareness Student Society participat-
ed in the Show Of Hands campaign, a 
movement dedicated to raising aware-
ness about the 8 Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs). In the year 2000, 
189 nations created a pledge to achieve 
the MDGs by 2015. Last year, had stu-
dents put hand prints on a tablecloth. 
We then brought the table cloth to Linda 
Duncan, our MP, to remind the govern-
ment of the goals that they set in 2000.  
     This year, to again show our support 
by Show Of Hands , we set out a table-
cloth in the cafeteria, and had Roy 
Berkenbosch say a few words about the 
MDGs. We had a giant outline of a hand 
on the tablecloth, and instead of every-
one putting their hand print it, we had 
everyone put their thumb print on the 
tablecloth within the boundaries of the 
hand print. The reason behind the 
thumbprints is that they are completely 
unique to us, and therefore represent 
our identity. This is especially important 
for people who are illiterate. Without a 
signature, many use their thumbprints, 
which is just as valid. The thumbprints 
remind us of how fortunate we are to 
have the gift of literacy for all and so 
many other opportunities.  

A Word from MASS by 

AMY OLTHUIS 
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Hopeless.  Dead-ended.   
Addicted.  Poor.  Helpless.   
  
     Those are the first words that 
typically come to a person’s mind 
when thinking of homelessness.  
In the face of such a complex and 
even controversial issue, it’s easy 
to lose hope and the will to do 
something to help.  There are 
organizations which address dif-
ferent aspects of homelessness 
by providing overnight care, free 
meals, rehabilitation programs, 
and safe injection sites.  Many of 
us support these large organiza-
tions, but how do we personally 
view homelessness and engage in 
eradicating it? This is more diffi-
cult.  In our everyday interac-
tions, we face a host of questions 
– do we give money to the man 
holding his hat out on the street 
corner, or is that “only support-
ing his habit?”  Is it better to buy 
him lunch, or is he going to rob 
you as you pull out your wallet at 
the counter?   
     Walking down the street, the 
immensity of the problem of 
homelessness is staggering.  
Where should one even begin to 
respond to such an enormous 
issue?  There seems to be little 
hope.  
     And then, one event causes 
me to think differently.  On Octo-
ber 16, I attended Homeless Con-
nect, an event held in the Shaw 
Conference Center in downtown 
Edmonton.  This bi-annual event 
provides services to those who 
are homeless at absolutely no 
cost.  Those who attend are able 
to get their teeth cleaned, re-
ceive a hair cut, do their laundry, 
get new clothing, get assistance 
filling out paperwork to get gov-
ernment identification, make 

long distance calls, get immun-
ized, and a host of other ser-
vices. The highlight for many is a 
delicious turkey dinner.  This 
year, Homeless Connect served 
over 1600, which wouldn’t be 
possible without a huge base of 
400 volunteers.   

      With my title, 
“miscellaneous volunteer,” it 
was apparent that I was loosely 
needed in the event.  There was 
no shortage of help.  But walk-
ing through past the various 
booths and seeing the bright 
blue volunteer shirts on ele-
mentary school aged children, 
teenagers, pregnant women, 
and seniors, I felt as though I 
was a part of something so 
much bigger than myself.  I was 

filled with a sense of hopeful-
ness for those on the streets 
and those barely making it by.  
The complexity, pain, and des-
peration of homelessness was 
acknowledged at Homeless 
Connect, but more than this I 
noticed an attitude of hope in 
the face of such problems.  
Over 400 people desired to 
bring about change for the 
less fortunate of Edmonton.  
Yes – homeless is a vast and 
complex issue, but in order to 
change it, one has to begin 
with small steps.  People are 
actively working to rise above 
their own circumstances, 
even if it is through something 
as simple as raising their self 
esteem by getting a new hair-
style, or talking to a nurse 
about birth control.   
      Homeless Connect coun-
teracted my tendency to view 
homelessness as desperation, 
where homeless people were 
treated with dignity and I had 
the opportunity to interact 
with them personally. 
There is hope.   

Homeless, not Hopeless 
by ELIZABETH NEUDORF 

“Homeless Connect 

counteracted my 

tendency to view 

homelessness as 

desperation” 

Liz is in her 
third year at 
King’s, study-
ing Sociology. 
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The Micah Centre is an Interdisciplinary initiative at The 
Kings University College, established for the purpose of 
fostering greater understanding and action among stu-
dents, faculty and the community at large around issues 
of global poverty, peacemaking and social justice.  
Through internships, conferences, special lectures, part-
nerships and a host of other activities, the Micah Centre 
explores the implications of seeking justice in today’s 
global context.   

act justly. love mercy. walk humbly with God. 

Interdisciplinary Studies Conference  
January 18-19, 2012 

Consumerism 

The Micah Centre cooperates 
with other similar projects 
and organizations such as: 
 
Micah Challenge Canada 
www.micahchallenge.ca 
Make Poverty History 
www.makepovertyhistory.org/ 
MDG Watch 
www.mdg-globalwatch.org/ 
CRWRC- Christian Reformed 
World Relief Committee 
www.crwrc.org 
MCC- Mennonite Central  
Committee 
www.mcc.org 
The Mustard Seed (Edmonton) 
www.mustard.ab.ca/ 
SAGA- Students Against Global 
Apathy (U of A) 
www.ualberta.ca/~saga/ 
CPI- Christian Peacemakers In-
ternational 
www.cpi-cpf.ca/ 
Kairos 
www.kairoscanada.org/ 
CCRDA- Canadian Christian  
Relief and Development Agency 
www.ccrda.org/ 
NADC- The Northern Alberta 
Diaconal Conference of the 
Christian Reformed Church 
www.diaconalministries.com/ 
CPJ- Citizens for Public Justice 
www.cpj.ca/ 
ACGC- Alberta Council for  
Global Cooperation 
www.acgc.ca/ 
AERDO- Association of  
Evangelical Relief and  
Development Organizations 
www.aerdo.net/  
IJM-International Justice  
Mission 
www.ijm.org/ 
Project Ploughshares 
www.ploughshares.ca/ 
The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission 
www.trc-cvr.ca 
GEA- The Greater Edmonton 
Alliance 
www.greateredmontonalliance.
com/e107/page.php?3 
Acting On Aids- World Vision 
www.actingonaids.org 

NEXT ISSUE 
Loralee Williams in Mali 
Honduras Water Project 2012 Team Update 
Jason Horlings in Indonesia 

www.micahcentre.ca 

The King's  
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Edmonton, AB 
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780-465-3500 ext. 8070 

Fax: 780-465-3534 
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